
HABITATS & NICHES

HABITATS

▪Environment where an organism or 
community lives

▪Provides water, food, shelter, & climate

HABITAT VS NICHE

▪Habitat - Area where a species lives

▪Niche - Its role in that habitat

COYOTE HABITAT & NICHE NICHES

▪Determined by:
▪Biotic factors (food, predators, mates)
▪Abiotic factors (temp, sunlight, water)

▪Variety in niches = variety of species

▪Example:  Darwin’s finches

WHAT DETERMINES A NICHE?



COMPETITION

▪All species have similar 
needs and must 
compete for resources:
▪Climate range
▪Territory
▪Food
▪Mating

TYPES OF NICHES

▪Niches include:
▪Predator
▪Keystone
▪Apex
▪Prey
▪Parasite
▪Mutualist

▪Niches include:
▪Commensalist
▪Producer
▪Consumer
▪Decomposer
▪Generalist
▪Specialist

PREDATORS IN A NICHE

▪Increases niche diversity by decreasing prey 
population

▪Keystone Predator - Promotes GREAT niche 
diversity

▪Apex Predator - Predator without its own 
predator


